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ment was a small executive committee of the Con-
vention, exercising plenary administrative powers
over the armies and in the provinces through its
delegates or representatives en mission. The Com-
mittee of Public Safety, as it was called, was the
brain centre of France ; from it proceeded the orders
which provisioned the armies, directed their move-
ments, raised the supplies and carried on the adminis-
tration of the country. It was assisted in its
task by a subordinate police committee, known
as the Committee of General Security, and specially
devised to counteract reactionary movements in the
capital. The Jacobins, who in virtue of their greater
audacity had overawed the moderate and timid
members of the Convention, had hold of the helm and
did not intend to lose it. Violent themselves, they
had reason to fear the violence of others. A mania
of murderous suspicion seized upon the capital of
the most civilized country in Europe, and was re-
peated in many a country town and village, with
hideous and original variations, noyades at Nantes
and mitraittades at Lyons, matching if not exceeding
the atrocities in Paris.6

In each one of the forty-eight sections of the capital
a revolutionary committee of Jacobin politicians,
hired at the rate of forty sous a day, carried on
a trade of blackmail and delation. The helpless
victims of their suspicions or animosities were brought
before a revolutionary tribunal, condemned without a
shadow of honest investigation, and sent to the guil-
lotine. The city government, fallen into the hands of
that insurrectionary Commune which had established
itself on August 10, 1792, was one of the principal
centres of profligate terrorism, though for a time,